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Behold, the Lamb of God 

Discipleship is a call to follow 

But who or what is it that we are following? 

It seems that the call of the world is getting stronger and stronger 

Even back in the 1970’s 

Blessed Fulton Sheen called this the end of Christendom 

Not the end of the Church or the world 

Not the end of Christianity 

But the end of Christendom 

A time where Christian principals could be found in culture 

In our business ethics 

In our movies and music 

In our leisure 

In our government and commerce 

It used to be normal for people to sacrifice for the future  

That was in the 70’s 

It has continued on a downward spiral 

Today no one is surprised at a government scandal 

Business and bank scandals are common 

Anything goes on the internet 

In the past it was easier to be a disciple of Christ 

Christian values were a part of our education system 
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From the earliest grades to university 

Christian values were infused into business and commerce 

Today we need to make a conscious decision on who we will follow 

Because we are all a disciple in one way or another 

If we want Christian values in our lives 

In the lives of our families 

And to pass it to future generations 

We need to become intentional about who we are following 

Behold, the Lamb of God 

The lamb has a long history in the role of salvation 

Christ gives it new meaning and impact 

But from the earliest times, lambs were symbols of God’s mercy 

When Abraham took his son Isaac up the mountain 

Isaac says: 

Father, here is the wood and the fire 

But where is the sacrifice 

Abraham tells him God will provide 

Then after his hand is stayed, before offering Isaac up 

Abraham spots a lamb caught in a thicket 

When the Israelite nation was held captive in Egypt 

On the first Passover, they were saved by the blood of a lamb 

They were instructed to take an unblemished lamb 
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And paint the lintels of their houses with its blood 

And the angel of the Lord would pass over these houses 

When his destructive blow fell on the Egyptians 

And Isaiah spoke of a suffering servant 

Offered for the sins of God’s people 

Reconciling the Israelite nation and the Gentiles 

Bringing them back to God 

He would accomplish this by allowing himself to be killed 

And making himself an offering for their sin 

This prophecy is fulfilled in Jesus Christ 

Behold the lamb of God 

Who takes away the sin of the world 

John the Baptist identifies Christ for his disciples 

And for us 

To give a clear vision of who this is 

The long-awaited lamb 

Not just another prophet in a long line of prophets 

But the lamb who existed from all time 

Previously hidden 

Now made visible 

The one who would baptize not with water 

But with the Holy Spirit  
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The Son of God 

The lamb of God 

Do we recognize him? 

Or are we blinded by the world? 

When he walked the earth 

Many were blind 

The Pharisees that witnessed many of his miracles 

And yet refused to believe he was the messiah 

The crowd joining to shout on Good Friday 

Crucify him, crucify him! 

The ones that were expecting a warrior 

Another David 

Not a lamb 

And they had difficulty recognizing him 

If they were to truly behold him 

It would mean an entirely new outlook 

It would encompass everything they believed 

Their entire perspective on the world 

And that is not an easy thing to do 

For them 

Or for us 

We hear these words every Mass 
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Before receiving Communion 

The priest says these words of John 

Behold, the lamb of God 

Who takes away the sins of the world 

Are these just words we are accustomed to hearing? 

Or do we truly BEHOLD Him? 

To Behold him in this way 

To recognize him as the Lamb of God 

We need to see the truth about ourselves first 

5th Century bishop Diadochus of Photice wrote: 

The trouble is that very few people accurately recognize all their faults 

We fall into the trap of thinking like the world thinks 

Or comparing ourselves with other people 

Other times 

Believing we are enlightened 

And know better now 

Thinking God grades on a curve 

Our lives 

Our choices and actions reflect who we follow 

It is not so much about the words we use 

But in living those words 

There is a story about Gandhi, the Indian spiritual leader 
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A woman came to him and asked for his help 

She said her daughter was addicted to sweets 

Gandhi told her to come back in 3 weeks 

When she returned 

Gandhi took the girl aside and spoke with her for some time 

When the girl returned to her mother 

She said she was ready now to swear off sweets 

The mother asked Gandhi why he waited 3 weeks to speak with 

her daughter 

And he replied that 3 weeks ago 

He himself was eating too many sweets 

We cannot simply tell others to do something 

Especially if we are not willing to live it ourselves 

We have to walk with them 

How we treat each other in our homes 

At school 

At work 

This is how we preach the Gospel to a world that has gone deaf 

John the Baptist had his mission 

To point to the Lamb 

And then to decrease 

So he may increase 
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We have our mission as well 

To point to the lamb with our lives 

To bring him to others 

To bring others to him 

To do this we need to know who or what we are following 

Christ or the world? 

How do we know? 

Is my life convenient? 

Do I suffer for my principals? 

Do I find life easy or challenging? 

Does the world smile at my choices and actions? 

Am I ready to be his disciple? 

Despite the cost 

 Letting go of my preconceptions 

  Allowing myself to be conformed to Him 

To truly Behold, the Lamb of God 

 

 

 

 

 


